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purpose of casting aspersions on an enemy and representing him %&
quite unskilled and a fool, to those who did not know him or do not
take pains to inquire more curiously into the truth of the matter.
Indeed he who reports about the Workman, in order to express his
mad hatred, relates how he extolled the Architect's excavations as
a magnificent contrivance, but scorned the uncovering of the stone
which that excavation revealed and the chapel built upon it as
matters of no moment. Yet nevertheless out of his friendship and
singular good will to him he rendered thanks etc. Likewise at the
end he introduces himself as making these wonderful declarations :
If, then, this is the upshot, with what a superfluity of matter will we
not be left ? What redundancy I What vain repetitions! What
about those devices for securing glory and prestige1 ? etc. And shortly
after: Here I think you are fearful for your art, which you low
and cherish so, etc. Likewise : But don't be frightened^ I am your
friend. All this describes the Workman's malady so graphically
that no poet could draw a more living picture. But it is sur-
prising that our Author should imitate all the same peculiarities
with such enthusiasm that he does not notice what he himself is
doing, and does not employ that reflex act of thought by which,
according to his recent statement, men are distinguished from the
brutes. For he surely would not say that there was too great a
display of words in my writings if he considered how many more he
employs himself. In what I cannot call his attack since he uses no
arguments to further it, but (to use a somewhat bitter expression
since there is none other that so well expresses the truth of the
matter) in his revilings, he attacks at large length merely the
subject of the doubt of which I treated. Neither would he have
talked of vain repetition if he had seen how prolix, how redundant,
how full of empty loquacity is the whole of his Dissertation, in the
end of which, he nevertheless says, he has studied brevity. But
since he there says that he is friendly to me, in order that I may
deal with him in the friendliest fashion, I shall do as the Workman's
friends did who carried him off to the doctor and shall commend
him to his Superior2.

1  Of. p. 323.

2  These words seem to  foreshadow the * Letter to Father Dinet' which
follows this work and followed it in the original edition.